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ALABORODAY

Six days you shall labor and do all your work, (Exodus 20:9 NKJV)
In eleventh grade | knew a boy and girl who were very affectionate

evenin public.  The girl started pressing for them to run away and get
married. The father heard about it and made a deal with his son. If
the boy would wait until he graduated from high school to get married,
the father would  buy him a brand new car. The boy agreed and the
father was as good as his word. He bought the boy a powder blue 1955
Chevrolet 2 doors edan. Five months later, the boy and his girl friend
ran away in the car and got married.

What does that have to do with Labor Day? The father thought he

could forestall something undesirable by offering his son something

else. Inthe years followingt he Civil War, a workerso r
on all around the world. Karl Marx and the socialists spearheaded this
movement. The First Socialist International met 1864 1 1872 with

delegates from Great Britain, France, Germany, Belgium, Switzerland,
and Ital y. It claimed 8 million members and police reports said there
were at least 5 million members. There was an ideological dispute
between Marx and Bakunin. Marx believed they should achieve their
goals by the political process. Bakunin advocated violence and
anarchy. This led to the dissolution of the First International
The Second International was formed in 1889. It was an association
of socialist and labor parties. They were followers of Marx and not
Bakunin. At its formation 20 countries were rep resented in its ranks. It
decl ared May 1 as | nt Dayamitibegananl Wor ker s 0

international campaign for the eight -hour work day. There were not
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many labor unions in the United States. The socialists were active in

trying to organize the worker s. Many people were afraid of socialism

and called it the fired menace. 0 Il n the
of Marx were the firedso and the foll ower
In Canada labor unions were protected by a law passed in 1872. In

the Uni ted States, one of the first labor unions was the American

Railway Union. In 1894 3000 Pullman workers, went on strike for

better wages and working conditions. The U.S. Army and the U.S.
Marshals joined forces to break up the strike. Many workers were k illed
in the melee. President Grover Cleveland made reconcil iation with labor

his top priority. He heard that in Canada the first Monday in September
was celebrated with parades as a day for workers. This seemed a safer
alternative to May Day. He rushe d a law through Congress establishi ng
the first Monday in  September as Labor Day in the United States.
That does not mean that there was a green light for the formation of
| abor unions in the United States. Even
could count on local police to break up meetings being held by union
organizers. They broke them up with truncheons and shotguns.
1. God Commands Us To Labor
After God created Adam and Eve He gave them a mandate to work:

Then God blessed them, and God said to themfrtBul and multiply; fill the earth and
subdue it; have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over every
living thing that moves on the earth.”" And God said, "See, | have given you every herb that
yields seed which is on thade of all the earth, and every tree whose fruit yields seed; to
you it shall be for food. (Genesis 1:28 NKJV)

The implications of that mandate are that man would have to

cultivate plants and trees and hunt animals, catch fish, domesticate

animals and m anage the land in order to obtain food. God planted the
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first garden for Adam to tend and introduced him to the animals.
Adamdés sons Cain and Abel were a far mer
Psalms and Proverbs commend the virtues of hard work:

When you eat the lab@f your hands, You shall be happy, and it shall be well with you.
(Psalms 128:2 NKJV)
The hand of the diligent will rule, But the lazy man will be put to forced labor.
(Proverbs 12:24 NKJV)
The desire of the lazy man kills him, For his hands refu$aior. He covets greedily all
day long, But the righteous gives and does not spare. (ProverbsZB1NISIV)

Jesus chose working men as His disciples. Paul was proud that he

supported himself by his trade as tentmaker. He sharply criticized
those who w ould not work.

For you yourselves know how you ought to follow us, for we were not disorderly among
you; nor did we eat anyone's bread free of charge, but worked with labor and toil night and
day, that we might not be a burden to any of you, not becaude nat have authority,

but to make ourselves an example of how you should follow us. For even when we were
with you, we commanded you this: If anyone will not work, neither shall he eat. For we
hear that there are some who walk among you in a disordaripen, not working at all,

but are busybodies. Now those who are such we command and exhort through our Lord
Jesus Christ that they work in quietness and eat their own bread.

(2 Thessalonians 3:72 NKJV)

2.) God Has Compassion On Exploited And Oppressed Workers.
He saw the oppression of His people in Egypt and delivered them.

So the Egyptians made the children of Israel serve with rigor. And they made their lives
bitter with hard bondagm mortar, in brick, and in Bmanner of service in the field. All

their service in which they made them serve was with rigor. (Exodusli: NKJV)

Now it happened in the process of time that the king of Egypt died. Then the children of
Israel groaned because of the bondage, andctiexy out; and their cry came up to God
because of the bondage. So God heard their groaning, and God remembered His covenan
with Abraham, with Isaac, and with Jacob. (Exodus 22NKJV)

God sent Moses to deliver them. He was like a union organizer and
he led the laborers on a walkout.
When God gave the Sabbath, 0  ne of the reasons was so the male

servants and female  servants could rest just like their masters.
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but the seventh day is the Sabbath of the LORD your God. In it you shall do no work: you,
noryour son, nor your daughter, nor your male servant, nor your female servant, nor your
ox, nor your donkey, nor any of your cattle, nor your stranger who is within your gates,
that your male servant and your female servant may rest as well as you.
(Deuteronomy 5:14 NKJV)

Jesus had compassion for those whose labor was hard:

"Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and | will give you rest. "Take My
yoke upon you and learn from Me, for | am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find
rest r your souls. "For My yoke is easy and My burden is light."

(Matthew 11:2830 NKJV)

3. Our Labor Must Have Godos Bl essings

Work Brings Satisfaction Even While We Are Working.

Unless the LORD builds the bise, They labor in vain who build it; Unless the LORD
guards the city, The watchman stays awake in vain. It is vain for you to rise up early, To
sit up late, To eat the bread of sorrows; For so He gives His beloved sleep.
(Psalms 1272 NKJV)
The labor of the righteous leads to life, The wages of the wicked to sin.
(Proverbs 10:16 NKJV)
Here is what | have seen: It is good and fitting for one to eat and drink, and to enjoy the
good of all his labor in which he toils undée sun all the days of his life which God gives
him; for it is his heritage. (Ecclesiastes 5:18 NKJV)

The theme song of the Second International was Internationale . The

secondverse s ays, AThere are no supreme savi 0
Caesar, nor tribun e. Producers, let us save ourselves, Decree the

common welfare So that the thief expires , So that the spirit be pulled

from its prison. Let us fan the forge ourselves Strike the iron while it is

hot This is the final struggle Let us group together, and t omorrow The

|l nternationale Wi Il be the human race. 0
labor as His good gift. Our Savior was sent to release the souls from

prison. The final struggle is between those who believe and obey Him

and those who refuse the gospel and are rebels against God.
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